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Saving Futures 

Cross Party Group on Preventing Child Sexual Abuse  

Minutes 09.10.18  

 

Attendees:  

Russell O’Rourke, South Wales Police  
Lawrence Sellek, South Wales Police 
Sadia Ali, EYST 
Louise Israel, NSPCC 
Jahnine Davis, CSA Centre of Expertise  
Matt Sedgebeer, CSA Centre of Expertise 
Martin Mahoney, RC Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Sian Thomas, Research Team Leader, NAfW  
Emma Denholm-Hall, South Wales Police  
Miriam Merkova, Welsh Women’s Aid 
Martine Dolbear, Cardiff Met University 
Boniface Karula, Cardiff Met University 
Eluned Meredith, Cardiff Met University  
Rhiannon Skuse, Cardiff Met University  
Mia Hughes, Cardiff Met University 
Natasha Hood, Cardiff Met University  
Ellis Dalling, Cardiff Met University 
Dan Phillips, Cardiff Met University  
Louise Cook, Lecturer, Cardiff Met University 
Nickola Williams, Cyfannol Women’s Aid 
Caroline Saunders, Cyfannol Women’s Aid 
Sangheet Bullar, Wise Kids 
Alice Muroriwabo, Gwent Missing Children’s Team 
Rachel Saunders, Gwent Missing Children’s Team 
Hannah Dicks, South Wales Police  
Cecile Gwilym, NSPCC 
Claire Short, Stop it Now! Wales 
David Hopkins, Stop it Now! Wales 
Menna Thomas, Barnardo’s Cymru 
Jayne Bryant AM, Chair  
Mike Hedges AM 
Jane Hutt AM 
Lee Waters AM  
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Jayne Bryant AM welcomed everyone and opened the meeting. She stated that some groups of 
children are particularly vulnerable to sexual abuse, such as disabled children, LGBT children, BAME 
children and boys. 2014 NSPCC research found that disabled children and young people are three 
times more likely to be abused that their non-disabled peers. Regrettably, research also shows that 
disabled children are less likely to receive the protection and support they need when they have 
been abused. 
 
There is also a great deal we don’t know about Child Sexual Abuse and certain vulnerable groups. 
The Independent Inquiry on Child Sexual Abuse recently told us that there is still a huge gap in 
currently available research in relation to the impact of child sexual abuse on BME, LGBT and 
disabled survivors compared with their counterparts. 
 
She went on to say that this needs to change and that we cannot continue to fail those children who 
are most at risk of protection. She welcomed the Welsh Government’s forthcoming Action Plan on 
Child Sexual Abuse and said that the Plan should deliver for all children.  
 
She then stated that training for frontline professionals should also raise awareness about the abuse 
of harder to reach children and challenge attitudes and assumptions that act as barriers to protection. 
The forthcoming Relationships and Sexuality Education which will be delivered as part of the new 
curriculum from 2022 should include raising disabled, LGBTQ and BAME children’s awareness of abuse 
and ability to seek help. It should also challenge gender stereotypes to allow boys to access help if 
they need it. Finally, it remains key to ensure that right therapeutic support is available at the right 
time for those young people who have been abused. 
 
Jayne Bryant AM then introduced the first speaker, Menna Thomas.  
 
Speaker: Menna Thomas, Barnardo’s Cymru  
 
Menna Thomas started by going back to give a historical account of the narrative around sexual 
abuse/exploitation and boys. She said that there originally was no narrative around abuse for 
adolescents. The work which was carried out by Barnardo’s around he development of the SERAF 
tool is a really important component of this debate and has contributed to a culture and language 
shift towards the recognition that boys can be victims of sexual exploitation.  
 
In 2012-14, Barnardo’s carried out an evidence assessment and reviewed the data of CSE services it 
provides. It also carried out qualitative work in Wales with professionals, boys and young men.  
 
Barnardo’s has now received Home Office funding to carry out the Boys 2 research. The research 
concentrates on how to improve the identification, assessment and intervention with boys who are 
victims of CSE. 
 
Some key findings of the research are:  
 

 ACES increase the risk of CSA for boys as well as girls.  
 Boys’ routes into CSA are difficult to identify.  
 Boys can be groomed and abused by anyone 
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 Sexual stereotypes play a big part in the interpretation of boys’ behaviour and are a barrier 
to them talking about their experiences.  

 
Professionals’ attitudes and beliefs:   
 
Boys are viewed as perpetrators rather than victims. Little is known on the impact of CSE and CSA on 
boys. Their behaviour is often taken at face value. More time is needed to explore the underlying 
causes of what can be dismissed as “challenging behaviour”. Boys are also more likely to be 
identified as victims if they have a learning disability or are younger.  
 
Boys tend to be referred to criminal justice services. Often it starts with criminal activity and they 
find themselves in a situation where the balance of power shifts and the risk of CSA increases.  
 
Why boys don’t talk:  
 

 Guilt, fear, distress. Heterosexual boys exploited by men are very confused which makes it 
harder to talk.  

 Gay, bisexual boys in situation where they are discriminated against can be at risk of entering 
exploitative relationships. Menna Thomas mentioned AGENDA, the resource developed by 
NSPCC, Cardiff University, Welsh Women’s Aid and the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 
which can be helpful to address stereotypes about same sex relationships.  

 Boys with a learning disability which reduces their ability to understand are at increased risk 
of CSE. There is a need for bespoke education tools to address the issue of healthy 
relationships and more time to ensure that they have fully understood content.  

 Confidentiality is important and a safe space when talking about CSA.  
 
 
Jayne Bryant AM then introduced the next speaker, Louise Israel.  
 
 
Louise Israel, Childline, NSPCC  
 
Louise Israel started by explaining how the Childline service works:  
 

 Childline is a confidential 24 hour service for all children and young people up to the age of 
19.  
 

 They can talk to counsellors over the phone, through live online chat or by email.  Childline 
also has lots of information on its website about a wide range of topics, providing them with 
a valuable resource of relevant and accurate information.  CL also has a range of tools to 
help them build resilience and find ways to cope or seek practical help from others.  They 
can also seek peer support via moderated message boards. 
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 Children are counselled by over 1,400 volunteer counsellors who are supported by qualified 
staff supervisors.  Following rigorous training each volunteer will speak to an average of 180 
children and young people each year.   They are always supported by a trained Supervisor 
who are on hand to make risk assessments and any referrals for the most vulnerable young 
people. 
 

Louise Israel then went on to discuss the high level of confidentiality offered by Childline to children 
and young people. Cyp can choose to remain anonymous if they wish. Childline is a confidential 
service for children and young people.  Childline will not breach a young person’s confidentiality 
where they have disclosed abuse unless the young person wishes the service to do so. They will 
work with the young person towards involving a statutory authority, but it will be the young person’s 
decision as to when, or if, this happens.      
 
Childline may breach confidentiality under five circumstances: 
  
• Where the young person is assessed to be in a life threatening situation. 
• Where the young person discloses abuse by someone in a position of authority who has 
access to other young people. 
• Where the abuser contacts Childline, including situations where the abuser is themselves a 
child. 
• Where the age or the capacity of the child indicates that they do not have the ability to 
make appropriate decisions to promote their immediate safety 
• Where the contact is an adult. 
 
CL can also make referrals at their request to other agencies or advocate on their behalf, giving them 
a voice if they are not being heard.  
 
Louise Israel then said that child sexual abuse used to be the main focus of Childline when the 
service started. There are now many reasons why children contact Childline (see table below)  
 

Top 10 main concerns for children in Wales*  -  8,853 total contacts 
*where location is known 
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CSA is still on the top 10 of the list of concerns.  

Louise Israel then went on to talk about barriers to talking about their experiences for children and 
young people:  

 Fear that they will not be believed 
 Fear of what will happen: this is even more of a barrier if children and young people are 

from a different culture  

She then highlighted the risks for many young people who are exploring their sexuality on line.  

She concluded by saying that there is wide need for support. For a lot of young people, the support 
just isn’t there.  

Jayne Bryant then gave her apologies as the Plenary bell rang and she had to leave the meeting. 
David Hopkins from Stop it Now! Wales took the chair for the discussion session.  

 

Discussion session  

Jahnine Davis from the CSA Centre of Expertise started out by questioning the “hard to reach 
groups” terminology. For her, it is more about how services are shaped. They are not representative 
of the local population.  

There was a discussion around how young people reclaim spaces and how they can access support. 
Menna Thomas said we need to take responsibility for reclaiming spaces. Louise Cook from Cardiff 
Met said that youth services on the ground are depleted and that there is less and less access to 
trusted adults outside of education for young people. There is a need for agencies to work together 
to ensure support is there.  

Question 1: How do we successfully challenge attitudes and assumptions which act as a barrier to 
protection? 
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Sangheet Bullar from Wise Kids stated that this is best achieved through listening and identifying 
what children and young people perceive to be barriers to protection. It is important to engage with 
young people throughout, not just at the point of intervention.  

Jan Pickles said that the issue isn’t new and that we haven’t made a lot of progress in finding 
solutions.  

Jahnine Davis went on to say that it is important for professionals to question their own attitudes 
and how they impact on their relationship with young people.  

Matt Sedgebeer from the CSA centre of expertise asked how we cascade research messages back to 
the frontline and how we get the views of young people known.  

Menna Thomas agreed and said that practitioners need to feel empowered and feel they have all 
the information that they need. The SERAF is helpful in this context. Practitioners need tools and 
access to research.  

All agreed that there were challenges in working with certain communities and that we needed to 
actively work in certain communities.  

Question 2: How do we deliver inclusive “keep safe” messages to children and young people? 

Cecile Gwilym highlighted the need for young people to feel empowered and to know they’ve got 
someone to talk to. She highlighted the AGENDA resource (www.agenda.wales)  

There was a discussion around children who are home schooled and the fact that school based keep 
safe programmes did not reach them. They need to have access to those messages too.  

Jan Pickles said there was a need to understand young people’s appetite for risk.  

Louise Cook said that there was a need to upskill young people themselves. They are much more 
effective communicators. Peer education programmes were highlighted as a helpful way to reach 
young people.  

There was a discussion around the need to create inclusive resources, for deaf young people for 
example.  

Question 3: How do we deliver inclusive recovery services to children and young people? 

There was a discussion around professional curiosity and the need for the service to be 
representative of the area where it sits.  

Cultural competence should feature in training.  

Diversity should be embedded throughout a service, not just in a reactive way.  

 

David Hopkins closed the meeting at 1.30pm.  

 

 

 


